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SUBJECT: ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL SUBCOMMISSION - ACTION 
PROGRAM 

REP: STATE 15571 

1 . DEPARTMENT AND OTHER CONCERNED AGENCIES WISH TO ENSURE 
THAT MOMENTUM DEVELOPED DURING LAST WEEK'S MEETINGS OP 
E/C SUBCOMMISSION IS NOT LOST. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF 
ACTION PROGRAM DISCUSSED AT INTERAGENCY MEETING JANUARY 27 
AND BASED ON COMMITMENTS MADE BY BOTH SIDES DURING SUBJECT 
MEETINGS. 

2. IT WAS AGREED THAT JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL SHOULD BE 
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SET UP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. WE ARE EXPECTING FORMAL 
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APPROVAL SOON BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF U S. CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, WHICH HAS ALREADY AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO HELP 
FORM U.S. SECTION OF JOINT COUNCIL. ACCORDING AGREED 
MINUTES, FORMATION SHOULD BE ANNOUNCED BY MID-MARCH. WE 
ARE DEVELOPING LIST OF PRIORITY AREAS OF INTEREST FOR U.S. 
EXPORTS, U.S. IMPORTS AND U.S. INVESTMENT IN INDIA (SEE 
PARA 12 REFTEL) AND WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY INPUT. FINAL 
LIST (INCLUDING INDIAN SUGGESTIONS) WOULD THEN BE PASSED 
TO CHAMBER AS SUGGESTED GUIDE FOR FORMULATION MEMBERSHIP 

JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL. 

3. SUBCOMMISSION AGREED ESTABLISH SPECIAL WORKING GROUP 
ON AGRICULTURE, TO CONCENTRATE ON PRODUCTION AND AVAIL- 
ABILITY OF IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL INPUTS. ACCORDING 
AGREED MINUTES, EIRST MEETING THIS WORKING GROUP SHOULD 
TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON AT EARLY DATE. IT IS NECESSARY 
TO HAVE FIRST SESSION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WELL IN ADVANCE 
OF SCHEDULED MEETING OF JOINT COMMISSION (MARCH 13-14). 

WE ANTICIPATE THIS COULD BE INFORMAL MEETING INCLUDING 
INDIAN EMBOFFS HERE AND APPROPRIATE U.S. OFFICIALS, 

DESIGNED INITIATE DIALOGUE ON AGRICULTURAL INPUTS. PLEASE 
ADVISE IF EMBASSY AWARE OF ANY CONTEMPLATED VISITS BY GOI 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERTS TO U.S. WITHIN NEXT MONTH. WE COULD 
TAILOR TIMING OE WORKING GROUP TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OE SUCH 
A VISIT. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN ASCERTAINING 
TIMING OF VISIT OF GOI TAX OFFICIALS TO U.S. (SEE PARA 20 
REFTEL). ACCORDING INDIANS, VISIT WILT. TAKE PLACE IN 
FEBRUARY. AGAIN, WE BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT THAT PRELIM- 
INARY DISCUSSIONS ARE HELD ON PROPOSED TAX CONVENTION PRIOR 
TO JOINT COMMISSION MEETINGS. 

5. WE ARE IN PROCESS OF DESIGNATING ACTION OFFICES AND 
CONTACT POINTS FOR INDIAN EMBASSY TO DEAL WITH MICA 
(EB/ISM) AND JUTE BALING PROBLEMS (AGRICULTURE). 

6. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS CONTACT 
POINT FOR INDIAN EMBASSY HERE FOR EXCHANGE OE MARKETING 
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INFORMATION. MORE PRECISE DESIGNATION WILL BE DECIDED 
SOONEST. YOU SHOULD ASK GOI TO DESIGNATE SIMILAR CONTACT 
POINT IN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE OR ELSEWHERE. 

7. IN ADDITION TO ABOVE, INDIANS UNDERTOOK TO PROVIDE 
FOLLOWING: 

- LIST OF PRODUCTS OF INTEREST EOR TARIFF PREFERENCES 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


UNDER TRADE ACT OF 1974. 

- SHORT LIST OE HIGH PRIORITY AREAS EOR EOREIGN INVEST- 
MENT IN INDIA. 

- INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC DISSEMINATION ON LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS GOVERNING EOREIGN INVESTMENT IN INDIA. 

- A LIST OF PRIORITY AREAS RELATED TO ELOW OE TECHNO- 
LOGY EROM U.S. 

- LIST OE PROPOSALS EOR THIRD COUNTRY COLLABORATION. 

- A REVIEW OE THE POTENTIAL FOR INDO-U.S. COLLABORAT- 
ION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OE INDIAN MINERAL RESOURCES. 

8. WHEN REPORTS LISTED PARA 7 ABOVE HAVE BEEN RECEIVED, 

WE WILL TAKE THE APPROPRIATE FOLLOW-UP ACTION CONSISTENT 
WITH THE AGREED MINUTES. EMBASSY SHOULD PRESS GOI EOR 
SUBMISSIONS, SINCE WE WANT ACTION TO BE COMPLETED ON OUR 
SIDE BEEORE MARCH 13, IE POSSIBLE. 

9. COPY OP MEMO OUTLINING PROGRAM IN DETAIL BEING POUCHED 
TO EMBASSY (LANDE). WE WILL BE REVIEWING FOLLOWUP PRO- 
GRAM WITH GOI EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON (ASRANI/RAMAKRISHNA) 
IN COURSE OP NEXT PEW DAYS. KISSINGER 
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